Introduction
The year 2009 was the 40 th anniversary of the Mineralogical Society of Poland (MSP), a leading scientific society within its field in this country. The anniversary provided an opportunity to look back at the history and heritage of mineralogy in Poland, and to discuss the present and the future of mineralogical sciences in a rapidly changing world.
The anniversary was marked by a number of scientific meetings. Two were of international character, namely, (1) the joint VII Meeting of the MSP and XVI Meeting of the Petrology Group of MSP (OEwiêty Krzy¿, 24-27 September, 2009) and (2) the Volcanological Workshop VENTS 4 (Kraków-Miêkinia, 21-24 May, 2009) . A number of occasional papers and notes were also published in Polish and international mineralogical journals.
Historical Notes
The Mineralogical Society of Poland (MSP) was founded on the 17 th April 1969, initiated by Professor Andrzej Bolewski and his co-workers Jan Kubisz, Leszek Stoch and Witold¯abiñski. The first President of the Society was Prof. Andrzej Bolewski, and the headquarters was established at the AGH University of Science and Technology in Kraków. According to the Statute of the MSP, the Society "supports the development of mineralogical sciences and propagates them in Polish society". The formation of the Society was highly anticipated by the wider Polish mineralogical community and, during the first year, the number of its members reached 165 (Fig. 1) . Soon after the formation of the MSP, the society journal Mineralogia Polonica was created (Fig. 2) and, for the long period 1970-2004, Witold¯abiñski was its chief editor. A number of scientific and industrial institutions have become formal members of the MSP (Fig. 3) . The MSP has been a very active society for forty years now (Figs. 4 and 5 ). 
Present Day
The recent activities of the MSP are, in general, a continuation of those of the first decades of its history. Nowadays (2009), the Society has 222 members (including 13 honorary members) affiliated to four regional branches in Warsaw, Sosnowiec (Upper-Silesia), Wroc³aw (Lower-Silesia) and Kraków. Four specialist scientific groups of the Society have been formally established, the Clay Minerals, Geochemistry, Petrology, and Thermal Analysis Groups. The main activities of the regional branches and scientific groups are regular lectures, seminars and conferences. The Society is supported by the Ministry of Science and Higher Education, the donations of supporting members and sponsors, and by membership fees. Since the beginning, the MSP has closely collaborated with the Commission on Mineralogical Sciences of the Polish Academy of Sciences. 
Conferences
The MSP organizes regular and occasional conferences such as the annual meetings of the Polish Clay Group and of the Petrology Group, as well as general meetings of the MSP every two years. The conferences are usually attended by a great number of participants, including young researchers from Poland and from other countries. They have become important scientific events in the field of mineralogical sciences in Central Europe. The MSP also co-organizes international scientific meetings, e.g., the Mid-European Clay Conference, the Central-European Mineralogical Conference and the IMA 2010 General Meeting. The joint VII Meeting of the Mineralogical Society of Poland and the XVI Meeting of the Petrology Group of this Society, which took place at OEwiêty Krzy¿, was an unusual scientific event for at least two reasons, namely, the celebration of the 40 th anniversary of the Mineralogical Society of Poland and for the fact that, for the first time since its beginning 16 years ago, the Petrology Group annual meeting was organized in the Holy Cross Mountains. In the introductory session, the anniversary was recognized by special papers dedicated to the 40 th anniversary of the MSP (Kryza et al. 2009 ) and to the memory of one of the initiators and founders, Professor Witold¯abiñski, who died on 15 January 2007 (Kwieciñska 2009 ).
The Holy Cross region is a unique place for geologists where fundamental aspects of geology can easily be taught and learnt. The main topic of the Conference was "Magmatism and metamorphism in the Holy Cross Mountains" -a bit provocative for a region built almost entirely of sedimentary rocks. The geological setting and geodiversity of the area was addressed in several invited lectures and during field trips.
Sixty participants from Albania, Austria, Egypt, Ireland, Slovakia, and Poland ( Fig. 6 ) presented results of their recent investigations in 24 oral presentations and 24 posters, all covering broad aspects of geochemistry, petrology, mineralogy and environmental geology. The Meeting was co-organized by the Mineralogical Society of Poland, the Faculty of Earth Sciences of the University of Silesia, the Jan Kochanowski University in Kielce, the Faculty of Geology of Warsaw University, the Polish Geological Institute, and the Committee on Mineralogical Sciences of the Polish Academy of Sciences. The chairman of the organizing committee was prof. £ukasz Karwowski (Silesian University) and its members were Justyna Ciesielczuk, Agnieszka Ga³uszka, Janusz Janeczek, Marek Michalik, Zdzis³aw Migaszewski, Jerzy Nawrocki, Sylwester Salwa, Ewa S³aby, Krzysztof Szopa, Wies³aw Trela and Beata Zych-Habel. The joint meeting offered a great opportunity for the participants to learn about new Earth and environmental issues in the Holy Cross Mountains and to discuss current problems in mineralogical and related sciences.
IV VENTS Field Workshop, Permo-Carboniferous Volcanism in the Kraków Region, Kraków-Miêkinia, 21-24 May, 2009 (A. Lewandowska 2009)
The VENTS Project has been carried on by scientists from the Czech Republic, Germany and Poland for six years and is devoted to the volcano-sedimentary evolution in Central Europe during late Palaeozoic times.
During the plenary session, 25 oral and poster presentations dealing with a wide range of topics related to late-Palaeozoic volcanism were given by 41 authors. Among over 30 participants from the Czech Republic, Germany and Poland, there were 13 students and PhD The MSP co-publishes "Elements", an International Magazine of Mineralogy, Geochemistry and Petrology, edited by the Mineralogical Society of America.
The 40 th anniversary of MSP was marked by occasional articles (Kryza et al. 2009; Kwieciñska 2009 ) and short notes dealing with the history of mineralogical sciences in Poland (Narêbski: "First Polish textbooks on mineralogy", this volume).
Conferences in 2010
20th General Meeting of IMA, "Bonds and Bridges", 21-27 August 2010, Budapest
The MSP is a member of the Organizing Committee and will be the organizer of field excursions in Poland, namely, (1) Late-Palaeozoic volcanism in the Sudetes and Kupferschiefer-type deposits in the Fore-Sudetic Monocline, (2) Mineralogy of Lower Silesia, (3) Mineral deposits
